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THE SurGicaL DISINFECTION OF THE SKIN. 


The practice of disinfecting the skin for operation 
without previous washing with water is steadily 
gaining ground in the medical profession. Iodine 
is the agent chiefly used for this method—either 
the ordinary tincture, or solutions of varying 
strengths in alcohol or in chloroform. More 
recently, swabbing first with petrol and then with 
benzine has been recommended in place of the 
iodine preparations. This, like the iodine method, 
is practised immediately before the operation, and 
without previous washing or envelopment of the 
operation field with antiseptic compresses. 

It should be noted that the surgeons introducing 
the iodine method do not merely regard previous 
washing with warm water as superfluous ; they go 
further, and condemn it as detrimental. The im- 
mediate effect of warm water being to cause swel- 
ling of the superficial epidermal cells from imbibition, 
it follows that some at least of the minute crevices 
which exist in the epidermis may become occluded 
and rendered inaccessible to the subsequently ap- 
plied antiseptics. This will not occur me a such a 
substance as tincture of iodine is applied in the 
first place ; and this is the reason—which certainly 
appears a sound one—why practitioners of the 
iodine method either never wash the skin at all or, 
at most, do so the day before the operation, and 
not the same day. 

So many favourable reports of this method of 
disinfection are now before us from human surgery, 
and some of these include so many severe tests, 
that the efficacy of the practice seems beyond 
question. A few favourable reports of the original 
tincture of iodine method in veterinary surgery 
have also appeared; but their number scarcely 
suggests that very many of our profession have 
essayed its use. Yet the new method may prove 
even more valuable in veterinary surgery than it is 
claimed to be upon the human patient. It does 
away with all the elaborate washing and scrubbing, 
the insistence upon which by human surgeons has 
made many a veterinarian declare aseptic surgery 
impossible of attainment in our practice. Probably 
absolute surgical asepsis always will be unattainable 
except in the operating theatre of a hospital; and 
the problem before the practising veterinarian is to 
find a feasible method of preparing his patient for 
operation with the minimum of sepsis. If that 
end is more effectively reached by simply paint- 
ing the skin with tincture of iodine a few minutes 
before operation and then a second time just before 
incision, than by the careful technique which has 
hitherto been orthodox, a great disability which at 
present besets veterinary practice will be removed. 


A Question ty Bovine PRACTICE. 


Prof. R. Reinhardt, of Stuttgart, calls attention 
to the popular belief, very prevalent amongst 
owners of cattle, in the occurrence of a cough in 
pregnant cows which appears as an accompani- 
ment of pregnancy, and passes off after parturition. 
It is striking, as Reinhardt remarks, that this cough 
of pregnancy, so widely believed in by the laity, 
has attracted so little notice from the veterinary 
profession. He has been able to find no mention 
of it in veterinary literature; and, by making 
enquiries amongst practitioners, he has found that 
while not a few, on the ground of their observa- 
tions in practice, are convinced of the actual 
occurrence of such a cough, yet others deny its 
existence. 

Cough is always a reflex action, arising from 
reflex irritation of the “coughing centre” in the 
medulla oblongata. Various peripheral irritations 
may stimulate this centre, and coughing impulses 
result. The most important of these peripheral 
irritations are those affecting the mucous mem- 
branes of the larynx, the trachea, the bronchi, and 
the pleura. But irritable conditions of other 
organs, such as the nose, the external auditory 

assages, the intestine, the liver, the spleen, the 

ladder, the ovaries, and the uterus, can also 
occasion cough, as is testified by numerous authors. 
As far as reflex cough of uterine origin is concerned, 
Reinhardt points out that it is well known to medi- 
cal men that certain diseases of the uterus may, by 
reflex irritation of the larynx, cause cough whic 
disappears after treatment of the uterine affection ; 
and he enumerates a variety of such conditions, 
giving the names of the authors describing them, 
He has only been able to find one similar case in 
veterinary literature; Romani, more than twenty 
years ago, observed spasmodic cough in a bitch, 
which was caused by uterine fibromata. 

Whether cough can originate by reflex impulses 
from the healthy gravid uterus in animals is a 
different question. It is well known in human 
medicine, however, that certain diseases are un- 
favourably influenced by pregnancy, that respira- 
tory diseases in particular are accentuated by it, 
and that morning emesis and asthma are caused 
by pregnancy in women. Reinhardt enumerates 
various cases, quoting his authorities, but he has 
found no similar records in veterinary annals. 

He has therefore fallen back upon his own 
experience—partially gained in his earlier practice, 
and partially afterwards in the obstetric clinique at 
Stuttgart. Both as practitioner and professor, he 
has repeatedly observed pregnant cows showing 2 


more or less marked, frequent, and sometimes very 
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violent cough, in which clinical examination re- 
vealed neither acute nor chronic disease of any part 
of the respiratory apparatus, and which recovered 
from the completely immediately after 

urition. Observant farmers have also assured 

im that in some cows cough regularly appears at 
every pregnancy, as soon as it has reached a cer- 
tain stage of development, and as regularly dis- 
appears after parturition. He therefore concludes 

at there is a cough in bovines which arises solely 
through the pregnant condition of the uterus, and 
is unaccompanied by diseases of either the respira- 
tory apparatus or any other organs. , 

e appearance of such a cough is quite explic- 
able, on account of the increased irritability of the 
uterus during pregnancy—especially as that irrit- 
ability increases progressively as pregnancy ad- 
vances. It is also conceivable that, as a result of 
the progressive enlargement of the uterus during 
pregnancy, pressure may be exercised upon other 
organs, such as the stomach, intestine, liver, and 
diaphragm, and that the irritation of these by com- 
pression may result in cough. The fact, however, 
that in pregnant women abnormal reflexes such as 
vomiting may appear immediately after conception, 
when the but slightly enlarged uterus can have no 
mechanical influence upon neighbouring organs, 
somewhat discounts the latter hypothesis, or at 
least renders it unnecessary. 

Reinhardt thinks it may be assumed that the 
nervous impulse passes to the medulla direct from 
the uterus, the structure and irritability of which 
has been modified by pregnancy. There may also 
be individual variations in the irritability of the 
uterus during pregnancy, and these may influence 
the appearance of cough. Finally, Reinhart men- 
tions the possibility that this cough of pregnancy 
may not be due to reflex irritation at all, but to the 
absorption of certain chemical substances, perhaps 
products of metabolism or secretions—in this con- 
nection the internal secretion of the ovary should 
be remembered—which gain the blood during preg- 
nancy, and thus exercise a direct influence upon 
the nerve cells of the medulla oblongata by their 
presence in the circulation. 

In conclusion, Reinhardt fully admits that his 
article has not settled the question as to whether 
this cough of pregnancy really exists. Far more ex- 
tensive observations, followed whenever possible 
by t-mortem examinations, are necessary to 
decide this. Reinhardt’s aim in writing the present 
article was to draw the attention of others to the 
question. and especially to induce practitioners to 
record their experience. The question, as he re- 
marks, is not only of scientific interest, but also of 
practical importance.—(Berliner Tier. 

[This idea of a bovine cough arising solely as a 
result of pregnancy is quite new tome. So far as 
I know, it is neither mentioned in veterinary litera- 
ture nor recognised by practitioners in this country ; 
and, though I cannot speak with authority upon 
this point, I am not aware that farmers believe in 
the existence of such a cough in England, as they 
apparently do on the Continent. Undoubtedly the 
question is one of practical importance, and that is 


why I have summarised the author’s conclusions 
for English readers. Perhaps some will impart 
their experience, as Reinhardt asks his own country 
men to do—it will certainly require the comparison 
of a great deal of experience to settle this question. 
—TRANSL. 


CHRONIC SUPPURATIVE ASCENDING ANGIOCHOLITIS 
IN A Cart. 


Ascending suppurative angiocholitis is a com- 
ent common affection in the cat. It usually 
mes manifest in the hepatic parenchyma in the 
form of a multitude of small whitish abscesses of the 
size of a millet seed or hemp seed (miliary abscesses) 
situated at the surface and in the depth of the 
liver. A Super an examination may confuse these 
lesions with tuberculous granulations or with 
those of a neoplasmic generalisation, especially 
when the animal is affected by a neoplasm ina 
neighbouring organ, as was the case in the follow- 
ing instance recorded by Roquet (Journal de Méd. 
Vét. de Lyon.) 

The subject, a cat eight years old, had presented 
symptoms of acute gastro-enteritis for about a 
month. A short time before death it had fallen into 
a condition of extreme prostration, during which it 
had refused both solid and liquid nourishment. 
Finally, having become very emaciated, it died 
comatose. 

Post-mortem, the condition of the liver at once 
attracted attention. It was slightly augmented in 
size and rather firm in consistence; its colour was 
dark brown, tinged in places with n. It showed 
a multitude of small foci—clear yellow or yellowish, 
dry and dull in appearance, having a maximum 
size of the head of a pin or a millet seed—which 
were discernible through the capsule of the organ. 
Many of these nodules were much smaller than the 
maximum dimensions just mentioned, scarcely 
measuring the fiftieth of an inch in diameter, and 
being only clearly recognisable by aid of a lens. 
Some were clearly round or oval in shape; the 
majority, however, were irregular in outline. They 
did not project from the surface of the organ, and 
this was one of the principal characters differentia- 
ting them from tuberculous granulations. In addi- 
tion, a central depression could be seen in some of 
these lesions, as if their contents had undergone a 
sort of “ settling down.” 

Section through the liver revealed the same 
lesions—dry, dull, and yellowish, and clearly dis- 
tinguishable from the hepatic parenchyma by their 
colour—in the substance of the organ. 

Scrapings from the lesions, when stained and 
microscopically examined, showed numerous 
microbes disposed in short chains or in irregular 
clusters, and Gram positive (pyogenic streptococci 
and staphylococci). 

The hepatic glands were voluminous, hyper- 
trophied, and remarkable from their garnet colour. 
Their tissue was very hemorrhagic, especially in 
the peripheral portions, and their sectioned surfaces 
were very rich in juice. 

When the pancreas was examined, it was found 
to contain two small tumours which, when histo- 
logically examined, proved to be epitheliomatous. 
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The stomach and small intestine were inflamed, 
showing lesions of acute catarrhal gastro-enteritis. 

Suppurative angiocholitis was diagnosed from 
the special characters of the miliary hepatic lesions, 
the irregular form of which, and their very slight 
projection or complete absence of projection, ex- 
cluded all diagnosis of tuberculosis. 

This naked eye diagnosis was confirmed by the 
microscope, which showed the liver to be affected 
with chronic suppurative angiocholitis with pro- 
duction of pyonecrotic centres or miliary abscesses. 

The author draws the conclusion from his obser- 
vation that suppurative angiocholitis may be of in- 
testinal origin and appear as a complication of an 
acute catarrhal gastro-enteritis. 

Formally, the biliary passages do not contain 
germs. They are aseptic, eXcept at the final por- 
tion of the ductus choledochus, where the normal 
— of Bacterium coli communis and of staphy- 
ococci has been demonstrated. But the duo- 
denum, into which the bile is discharged, is nor- 
mally inhabited by numerous germs (coli-bacilli, 
staphylococci, and streptococci) which, in patho- 
logical conditions, may acquire an exaggerated 
virulence or become associated with other species. 
The frontier which separates the aseptic canalicu- 
lary zone from the infected intestinal zone may, in 
certain circumstances, be crossed by the microbes; 
and an ascending biliary infection is produced with 
inflammatory and pyogenic reactions. From that 
moment, the suppurative angiocholitis is estab- 
lished. It ends in the formation, at certain points 
in the biliary canals, of an abscess which trans- 
forms the canal into a pyo-necrotic centre or angio- 
cholitic abscess. The germs of these centres are 
carried away, to a greater or less extent, by the 
lymphatics or the radiated capillaries, into the 
midst of the hepatic tissue, which they transform 
into purulent centres or periangiocholitic abscesses, 
thus causing the remarkable appearance that the 
liver presents to the naked eye.—(Annales de 
Méd. Vét.) 


OBSERVATIONS UPON THE ASCARIS OF THE PIG 


The reine ascaris (Ascaris suis Goeze, or 
Ascaris lumbricoides of other authors) is not rare 
in the intestine of the pig. It is far from frequent, 
however, to find so extensive an invasion as in the 
following case, described by Werner Meyer (Zeit- 
schrift fiir Fleisch und Milch Hygiene). 

A pig was killed in the slaughterhouse, and its 
jejunum was found literally crammed with ascarides 
for a length of 64 inches. The intestine was 

atly distended by their presence, showing a 

iameter of nearly four inches at some points. 
Despite this it was possible, by the exercise of 
slight pressure, to cause the intestinal alimentary 
matter to pass through the segment of intestine in 
question. Possibly this explained the absence of 
symptoms during life; but another explanation of 
this fact is the author’s supposition that the worms 
had assembled in the one portion of intestine after 
the death of the host. 

The lesions were insignificant. The serous mem- 
brane was very slightly injected at some points, 
and the same was true of the mucous membrane, 


where the freedom from inflammatory lesions sup- 
ported the author's view of a post-mortem parasitic 
accumulation. 

Meyer describes the ascaris, comparing it with 
the A. lumbricoides of man. He found 111 para- 
sites in the densely filled intestinal segment men- 
tioned above ; forty-seven of these were males, of a 
length of from four to six inches; and sixty-four were 
females, the length of which ranged from 68 to 
10-4 inches. he porcine ascaris is therefore 
smaller than its human congener. In addition to 
these 111 worms in close juxtaposition, a score of 
others were found in the remainder of the intestine. 

The differentiation of the two sexes is easy, even 
to the naked eye. The principal distinguishing 
points are that the male is smaller than the female, 
that the conical tail of the male is generally (though 
not always) bent, and that the genital apparatus, 
which is visible through the cuticle, commences 
in the male from the middle of the length of the 
body, while in the female it begins at the expira- 
tion of the first third of the body length. 

The author discusses the unsettled question as to 
whether this ascaris uires an intermediary host 
for its development. In the case of the human 
Ascaris lumbricoides, the direct infection after in- 
gestion of the ova of ascarides negatives the 
necessity for an intermediate host. In the case of 
the porcine parasite, the author thinks that reserva- 
tions must made. Examined under the micro- 
scope at a magnification of 60 diameters, the uterus 
of the female ascaris appears filled with several 
millions of oval eggs, the envelopes of which are 
thick, and therefore very resistant. If these eggs, 
expelled with the faces, could be directly re-taken 
by a pig and develope at once in the animal's intes- 
tine, infection of the pig by this ascaris would be 
infinitely more frequent than it is observed to be. 
Moreover, the pig being able to infect himself 
directly at short repeated intervals, we should ex- 
pect to find the ascarides in his intestine at various 
stages of their development, which is not the case. 
The author, therefore, concludes that some obstacle 
to the direct infection from Pig to pig exists, and 
that probably an intermediary host is necessary.— 
Annales de Méd. Vét. 

[Some authors class this parasite, Ascaris suis, 
as a separate species, distinct from the human 
Ascaris lumbricoides. Others consider that it is, at 
most, only a variety of the latter, which it resem- 
bles very closely. Apparently the present author 
adopts the latter classification, though his observa- 
tions upon the life histories of the two parsasites 
rather tend to support a distinction of species.— 
TRANSL. | 


Tue Lovusk oF THE Pic as AN AGENT IN TRANS- 
MITTING INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF THE Pia. 


The medico-sanitary chronicle of the Govern- 
ment of Podalia, South-Western Russia (1908) con- 
tained an interesting observation by Beruasky, 
which has recently been reproduced in the 
Centralblatt fiir Bakteriologie. 

Bernasky observed, upon a farm where swine 


fever prevailed, that the louse of the pig (Hemato- 
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pinus urius) passed from the dead animals on to the 
straw and thus invaded other pigs. He collected a 
number of these lice from infected pigs and placed 
them upon four pigs of from 10 to 114 kilogrammes 
in weight, which had been obtained from a region 
free from swine fever. Nineteen lice were placed 
upon each pig. All four pigs became ill after from 
twelve to fourteen days, showing diarrhoea and be- 
coming emaciated; two of them died after seven- 
teen and nineteen days respectively, while the two 
others remained alive till the thirty-first and thirty- 
fifth day after the commencement of the experi- 
ment. The autopsies showed lesions of “ pure” 
swine fever, or else alterations due to a mixed 
infection of swine fever and of pasteurellosis.— 
Annales de Méd. Vét. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF 
IRELAND. 


A pu meeting was held at the Gresham Hotel. 
Dublin, on Friday, May 27th, at 7.30 p.m., when Mr. 
W. Chambers was elected to the chair. The attendance 
comprised Messrs. Jas. McKenny, J. F. Craig, F.C. 
Ryan, A. J. Moffett, W. C. Patrick, J. H. Norris, P. D. 
Reavy, M. M‘Shane, W. H. Wilkinson, P. J. Howard, 
Wm. Darby, W. Ashe-King, Chas. Allen, Chas. Steel, 
J.J. O'Connor, D. Kehoe, J.B. Dunlop, J. Doyle, 
Fred. A. Heney, and the Hon. Sec. Mr. Andrew 
Watson. 

The minutes, which had been circulated amongst the 
members, were taken as read. The adoption of the 
minutes was pro by Mr. Wilkinson, seconded by 
Prof. Craig, and carried. 

The Hon. Sec. said that he had received letters of 
apology for non-attendance from the following gentle- 

: rs Lewis, J. F. O'Donnell, A. F. 
Walsh, Wm. Dage, T. P. Relf, A. C. Duncan, John 
Lough J. E. Johnston, J. Purd , J.J. Kelly, J.D. 
Whitty, Finlay Kerr, J. Preston, D. Hamilton, W. A. 
Pallin (Capt.), A. Dobbyn, J. A. wa a J. A. Jor- 
dan, T. McGuinness, J. H. Pierse, F.W. Taylor, J. V. 
Daly, G.B. Millar, J.J. Vahey, Geo. Jarrat, M. Hedley, 
J. Holland (President). 

Mr. Ryan, Strokestown, was elected a member of 
the Association, on proposition of Mr. Howard, seconded 
by Mr. McKenny. 

The Hon. Sec. reported the receipt of a letter from 


Mr. Peard, of Ashtown, stating that he would be much |. 


obliged if his name was taken off the list of members, 
as he was never able to attend any of the meetings. He 
enclosed cheque for subscription. 

Mr. McKEnny ex a deep regret at the proposed 
resignation of Mr. Peard, and proposed that a ee 
to reconsider his decision. 

Mr. Writkinson seconded the proposal, and it was 


The Hon. Sec. said that at a meeting of the Council 
on Feb. 25th it was resolved that Messrs. Hedley and 
ae be asked to retain the funds of the Associa- 
tion in their names pending the January annual meeting, 
for which a new rule is to be drawn up 7e trustees. 

The matter was assented to by the meeting. 

The Hon. Szc. said that he had recelved a voluminous 
report from the Royal Institute of Public Health, who 
were holding their Congress in Birkenhead this year, 
from noo J 18th to 23rd. The Council had done him the 
honour of suggesting that he should go as the delegate 


of the Association, they having asked that Association 
to send a delegate to the Congress. It was usual for a 
sum to be allocated to defray expenses. That was not 
mentioned at the Council and it was a serious oversight, 
(Laughter). 

The delegation of the Secretary was approved, Mr. 
Watson remarking that he went as delegate the pre- 
vious year 

Col. STEEL said that the question was whether they 
could find the money when they had found the man. 
(Laughter). 

The Hon. TREASURER said that they could afford 
the same sum as was given the previous year. 

Mr. McKeEnny said he had pleasure in i. 7g that 
the same sum be given as last year. 
seconded, and the motion was carried. 

Mr. McKEnny said that they were all aware that 
since they last met the profession had suffered a ve 

sat bereavement in the death of their esteemed frien 

r. Byrne. When the Council last met the proposed 


~ | that a letter of condolence be sent to the family, and the 


Hon. Sec. had done that. 

The Hon. Sec. read the letter sent to the family of 
Mr. Byrne, which was addressed to Mr. John Galvin, J.P. 
He had received no reply from Mr. 

vin. 

The Hon. Sec. said that as they would see by the 
agenda, at the instigation of Mr. Reavy, who was present 
that night, they had carried on a correspondence with 
the Local Government Board and the Manorhamilton 
R.D. Council relative to the suggestion of appointing a 
medical practitioner as Inspector to carry out the duties 
under the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops (Ireland) 
Order, 1908, in the Manorhamilton Rural District. He 
had received the following reply from the Local Govern- 
ment Board : 

Local Government Board, Dublin. 
March 18, 1910. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 8th instant 
relative to the appointment of officers in connection 
with the administration of the Dairies, Cowsheds, and 
Milkshops (Ireland) Order of 1908, in the Manorhamil- 
ton Rural District, I am directed by the Local Govern- 
ment Board for Ireland to inform you that they have 
repeatedly urged the appointment of a Veterinary In- 
spector on the Rural District Council. 

I am to add that an advertisement published by the 
Council for a veterinary surgeon to reside in Manor- 
hamilton at £100 for one year did not attract any can- 
didates.—I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. E. Devin, Assist. Secretary. 

A. Watson, Esq., M.R.C.v.s., 

Hon. Sec. V.M.A. of Ireland. 


He also wrote to the Manorhamilton District Council 
and they replied : 
Manorhamilton Rural District Council. 
Clerk’s Office, 
March 25, 1910. 

Sir,—I beg to bring under your notice the fact that 
the Local Government Board have issued a sealed Order 
requiring this Council to appoint a veterinary surgeon 
to carry out the Dairies Order. An advertisement is 
very likely to appear in the General Advertiser of the 
2nd prox. asking qualified applicants to fill the post ; 
kindly bring it under the notice of your members who 
are free to take up the duties.—I am, sir, your obedient 
P. Keany, Clerk of Council. 

A. Watson, Esq., M.R.C.V.8., 

Hon. Sec. V.M.A. of Ireland. 

Since then, the Secretary continued, they had not put 
in the advertisement as promised, and he brought it to 
their notice, and he had received this letter : 

\ 


f W. R. C. 

} 

yassed. 
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Manorhamilton Rural District Council, 
Clerk’s Office, Workhouse, Manorhamilton, 
14th May, 1910. 

Sir,—This Council intend to advertise at their meet- 
ing to be held on Thursday, 26th inst., for a qualified 
veterinary surgeon to carry out the Dairies, Cowsheds, 
and Milkshops (Ireland) Order of 1908. 

Kindly let me know in what papers the advertisement 
should appear so as to bring it under the notice of most 
qualified men who are seeking positions, also I would 

eel thankful if you let me know whether, in your 
opinion, there are likely to be many candidates for such 
a ition. 
hanking you in anticipation of your kind attention, 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
P. McDermort, Acting Clerk of Council. 
A. Watson, Esq., M.R.C.v.S. 


He advised them to advertise in The Veterinary 
News, The Veterinary Record Freeman's Journal, 
Trish Times, Belfast News Letter, and The Cork Eram- 
iner. He did not mention Cork Accent. (Laughter). 
That would only give them just time for the advertise- 
ments to appear in the following Saturday’s issues of the 
veterinary papers. 

Mr. Reavy said he did not think he could throw any 
more light on the subject in addition to what the Secre- 
tary had told them. The District Council wanted a 
veterinary surgeon under their own control, to do noth- 
ing for himself, and he was to have the princely salary 
of a £100 a year. He had offered to do the work for £50 
a year and 6d. a mile car hire from his own place. They 
pooh-poohed that. Their idea was to increase the salary 
of the three dispensary medical officers, and get them to 
do the work. It had gone so far that it had been before 
the Council of the United Irish League, who had it be- 
fore them at their different meetings. The ratepayers 
objected to having the doctors’ salaries increased. They 
did not want a veterinary surgeon and did not want to 
increase the salaries of the doctors, and if they could 
avoid making the appointment they would do so. They 
were just killing time, and had been doing so for some 
time past. 

In reply to a member, Mr. Reavy said he practised at 
Bundoran. 

The Secretary said he would like to know if Mr. 
Reavy was satisfied with the steps taken by the Council 
of the Association, or could he suggest anything to bring 
about a desirable proposal for making the appointment. 

Mr. Reavy replied that he could not make any sug- 
gestion. He was grateful to the Association for trying 
tomake the Councildo what they should have done. They 
had brought the Local Government Board on their backs, 
and they insisted on having a veterinary inspector. Their 
idea was to have a man living in the place, and if he did 
he would have no practice. They would like to have 
him removed and have a man put in Manorhamilton. 
They thought the salary would keep the man. They had 
a month’s correspondence with the Local Government 
Board, and the Board told them they had no man under 
the Dairies Order. The man under the Contagious 
Diseases Act was under the County Council. 

Mr. WILLIAMSON enquired if the doctors were trying 

t the appointment. 

r. Reavy replied that they were. Four of them 
offered to do the work. They went as a deputation to 
the District Council, and offered to do the work of in- 
specting if their salaries were raised. They tried to in- 
duce the Council in every way they could. 

Mr. WILKINSON remarked that that explanation puta 
different complexion on the matter. He was surprised 
to hear that anyone applied for the appointment when 
£100 a year was offered. 

Mr. Reavy said that £150 a year would not pay for 
the man’s car hire. The majority of the farmers had 
three or four cows, and there was an immense number 


to 


of creameries in the district. There were 12 or 14 
creameries in the Union, and it was a poor and wild 
district. 

The CuarrMAN remarked that the Council seemed to 
be playing fast and loose. 

Mir. Howakrp said that the Association would like to 
help to get the appointment for Mr. Reavy, but there 
might be a little to be said for the District Council in 
the case. He had no brief to stand up for a Council, 
but in that particular case what they wanted to do was, 
if they could, to induce a veterinary surgeon to live in 
their own district, and they offered £100 a year if they 
— get a man to settle heen and make money after- 
wards, 

Mr. REAvy said that the man was to devote his whole 
time to the work of the Council. 

Mr. Howarp said he did not believe the Manor- 
hamilton Council or anyone else would ask a man for a 
whole time officer at £100 a year. They could not 
expect to get it. They expected a man to settle down 
there and make a practice. 

Mr. REAvy said that with all due res to the last 
speaker, a letter could be produced verifying the state- 
ments he had made. The man had to devote his whole 
time to it. They might think he was working for him- 
self, but he was not. When a member said that what 
he had stated was a falsehood he had a right to ask him 
to withdraw. He came at a great expense to the Asso- 
ciation, and not for benefitting himself alone. He came 
on behalf of a profession, and it was a di ful thing 
fora member to say what Mr. Howard done. 

Mr. Howarp remarked that it was not the first time 
that he had attended a meeting of that Association, and 
he hoped it would not be the last. His visits there were 
not of the kind that were prompted by a particular 
motive. He had come at considerable expense for a 
great many years, and not only when he was concerned, 
but others. Mr. Reavy was apparently vexed at the 
explanation he gave, and the explanation he gave he was 
convinced was correct, namely that the Manorhamilton 
Council had offered £100 a year to a veterinary surgeon 
to live in the district, and take up practice there. He 
knew no District Council would expect the whole-time 
service of a veterinary surgeon at £100a year. It would 
not be fair that the members should be allowed to fight 
or row with anyone under false impressions. He had 
not attempted to state that Mr. ——~ was making a 
false statement, but it should be explained fairly and 
squarely. He was still satisfied, without seeing the ad- 
vertisement, that the District Council of Manorhamilton 
only wished to induce a man to come and settle down 
there for £100 a year. 

Mr. Norris asked whether it was for general work. 

Mr. Reavy said that it was for dairies and cowsheds 
alone. He would adhere to what he had said, and he 
would ask Mr. Howard to withdraw the statement he 
had made. He had not asserted anything but what was 
true, and what had appeared in the advertisement. 
There was a letter somewhere that he had sent. 

Mr. McKenny : I received a letter from you. . 

Mr. Reavy: And the wording of the advertisement 
was “to devote his whole time.” No member of 
Association has a right to charge me with making use of 
a false statement. I have not used a false statement. 

The CuarrMan : If Mr. Howard has said anything 
to offend you, I am sure from what I know of him that 
he will withdraw it. 

Mr. Parrick said that he hoped in fairness to Mr. 
Reavy that the letter would be read. It was an unfor- 
tunate remark of Mr. Howard. 

The Secretary said he thought Mr. Howard over- 
stepped the ordinary border line of courtesy in criticis- 
ing Mr. Reavy’s statement. Mr. Reavy’s statement was 
not an approximation of the truth, but the truth, as he 
had seen it in the papers. He knew Mr. Howard sufti- 
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ciently well, and knew his sense and courtesy, and 
he would be disappointed if he did not withdraw the 
disparaging remark he had made. 

Mr. Howarp said he was sorry if anything he had 
said had been takenas uncomplimentary. His sole pur- 
pose was to give what he thought was a reasonable ex- 

lanation of the advertisement. He was sorry to think 

r. Reavy must have misinterpreted the advertisement, 
and if Mr Reavy thought he (the speaker) had said 
anything uncomplimentary to him, he was very sorry 
he had taken it in that way. He was only too happy to 
withdraw it. (Applause.) 

Mr. Reavy : Iam perfectly satisfied with the explana- 
tion given. I only sta what was given in the 
advertisement. 

VETERINARY DISPENSARIES IN THE CONGESTED 
Districts. 


The Secretary said that he had circulated amongst 
the members correspondence between the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction (Ireland) and the 
Association relative to the establishment of Veterin 
Dispensaries in Ireland. It came before them for ratifi- 
cation, and it was to be hoped that, as it was a matter 
of great importance, no member would hesitate to ex- 
press his opinion, although it might be adverse to the 
opinion expressed by the Council. Now was the time 
to make terms and reject the ones adopted by the Coun- 
cil if they thought they were unwise. 

Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
for Ireland. 
Upper Merrion Street, Dublin. 
March, 30th, 1910. 

Sir,—I have to state for the information of your Asso- 
ciation that the Department have under consideration 
the question of facilitating small farmers in obtaining 
veterinary advice. or the present it is proposed to 
confine operations to counties scheduled as congested in 
the Land Act of 1909, an extract from which is annexed. 
The plan which appears to offer the greatest advan 
is to subsidise Veterinary Surgeons already practising 
in these districts in consideration of their giving at a 
nominal charge advice and, where necessary, treatment 
and medicine to bona-fide farmers under a valuation 
which may vary according to the district, but which may 
be taken at about £10 on an average. 

The Department are of opinion that if we a worked 
the scheme should have the effect of greatly increasing 
the volume of practice in these areas, and that, there- 
fore, it will be necessary to arrange for the location of 
additional qualified itioners in districts not suffi- 
ciently supplied at present. For this purpose it is pro- 
posed to offer special inducements to attract veterinary 
surgeons to start practice in certain districts requiring 
special attention. Care will of course be taken to inter- 
fere as little as possible with the practice of existing 
veterinary surgeons. The value of the scheme would be 
greatly enhanced if dispensaries were established at 
certain centres where veterinary surgeons could attend 
gn specified dates for the purpose of giving advice and 
medicine to persons bringing their animals there for 
> further with their proposals the 

ore ing furt with their t 
nt desire to be favoured with the views of 
your Association on the age ng in general, but more 
particularly with regard to the following points, viz. : 
(1) The fees tabe charged to bona-fide farmers whose 
valuations do not exceed, say, £10. 
(a) When advice and treatment are given at the 
v 


erromag d surgeon’s own premises, or in any other 
centres that he is in the habit of visiting ; 4 
When are brought to a ; and 
ce) When veterinary surgeon 18 ca upon to 
attend at the residence of a farmer entitled to the 


(2) The charges to be made for medicines. 
(3) The subsidy to the paid by the Departmeut to a 
veterinary surgeon. 

(i) In cases where he gives advice and treatment as at 

(a) above ; 

(ii) In cases where the advice, etc., is given at a dis- 

pensary ; and 

(iti) Where he is required to establish himself in a 

remote district in which very little —— practice 
may be expected, and where the distances to be 
travelled are great. 

It is intended that the subsidy in each of ths above 
cases should include all travelling expenses, rent of the 
dispensaries, cost of instruments, assistance, etc., exclud- 
ing medicines. 

The department believe that if the charges for advice 
and treatment are on such a low scale as to encourage 
small farmers to employ systematically the services of 
qualified veterinary surgeons when required, the number 
of persons seeking professional advice will in time 
largely increase and will react favourably upon the 
general practice of the veterinary surgeons, and, there- 
fore, it will be to the advantage of members of the pro- 
fession to ce-operate with the Department in coulis 
the experiment a success. 

Probably the persons who are intended to be benefitted 
by this scheme are quite as much in need of advice on 
the better feeding and care of their animals and the 
prevention of disease as for remedial treatment, and it 
therefore appears to the Department that it would be 
desirable to make it a condition, precedent to the obtain- 
ing of the subsidy referred to, that each veterinary sur- 

n should give at suitable centres within his area at 
east ten public lectures annually on Veterinary Hygiene, 
suitable to the needs of the ag 

As the matter is urgent ahe Department will be glad 
to be tavoured with the views of your Association, if 
possible, the 11th proximo.—I an, sir, your obedient 
servant, T. P. Grit, Secretary. 

A. Watson, Esq., M.R,C.Vv.S. 

Hon. Sec. V.M.A. of Ireland. 


Lanp Act, 1909. 
(9 Epw. 7. Cu. 42.) Srcrion 46. 


(1) For the purposes of the Congested Districts 
Board (Ireland) jm as amended by this Act, each of 
the following administrative counties, that is to say, the 
counties of Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Roscommon, Mayo, 
Galway, and Kerry, shall be a congested districts 
county, the six rural districts of Ballyvaughan, Ennis- 
tymon, Kilrush, Scariff, Tulla, and Killyadysart, in the 

unty of Clare, shall together form one congested dis- 
tricts county, and the four rural districts of Bantry, 
Castletown, Schull and Skibbereen, in the County of 
Cork, shall together form one congested districts 
county. 

(2) No electoral division shall, after the passing of 
this Act, be or form part of a congested districts county, 
unless it is included in a congested districts couuty con- 
stituted under this section. 


The Veterinary Medical Association Ireland. 
April 12, 1910. 

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 30th ultimo, No. 
7371-10, I have to inform you that a Council meeting of 
the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland was held 
in the Gresham Hotel on the 11th instant, and the 
following replies to you interrogations were adumbrated : 
1. (a) and (4) Advice at dispensary, 1s. 

For minor operations at dispensary, 1s. 
Major operations at dispensary, as Firing and 
Castration, 2s. 6d 


benefits of the scheme. 


Inoculation for black-leg, 1s. per calf at dispensary, 


| 
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(c) Attendance at Farmers’ residence, Is. per statute 
mile from veterinary surgeon’s residence, which 
will include advice. f fees for subsequent 
visits. Double fees to be charged for visits 
after sunset. 

2. The price of medicines to be left to the discretion of 
the practitioner. 
3. That the subsidy to be paid to the veterinary sur- 
= (existing practitioner) for attendance at 
ispensary centres be : 
(1) and (2) Where three centres are attended, £150 


r year. 
Where two centres are attended, £120 per year. 
Where one centre is attended, £100 per year. 
(3) Where he is required to established himself in a 
remote district, £250 per year. 


The Couneil express the opinion that a month’s 
annual leave ought to be granted to an officer taking up 
duties under the last section, and that his substitute be 
paid by the Department. 

It however must be remembered that these answers 
are given subject to ratification by the next General 
meeting of the Association, and that the fees, etc., only 
refer to the Congested Districts.—Yours truly, 

A. Watson, Hon. Sec. 

T. P. Gill, Esq., Secretary. 

Department of Agriculture, etc. 


Mr. McKenny said he had attended the Council 
meeting of the V.M.A.I. and did not approve of the 
communication sent by that Council to the Department 
of Agriculture in reply to its letter. 

The letter refe to asked the Association to make 
suggestions re the matter, but more particularly relative 
so ikeahene therein set forth. The Council, in reply- 
ing to the letter, had obtained from one of its members 
some valuable information as to the probable subsidy 
which would be granted by the partment, and 
on that basis the subsidy and fees to be charged 
were formulated, and on this showing the income 
of a veterinarian holding an appointment in a con- 

ted district would about £350 per annum, 
ut the expenditure account was not considered, 
which was a very serious omission, as it was much 
more probable that the outlay would be more than the 
income, as it was stated that in some cases six dispen- 
saries would be necessary: now, if the subsidy were 
£250 per annum, and added to this in small fees an 
additional £100, in all £350, and as the Department 
definitely stated “it is intended that the subsidy in each 
of the above cases (appointments) should include all 
travelling expenses, rent of dispensaries, cost of instru- 
ments, assistance, etc.” It would be impossible to main- 
tain the six = in a satisfactory manner for 
that amount. Thus, instead of the practitioner bein 
able to mabe a living out of the appointment, he woul 
be ata loss. On this point, one gentleman stated that 
the so-called dispensaries would be merely places ap- 
pointed for meeting clients, such as the tap-room of a 
public-house, the yard of an inn, a blacksmith’s forge, 
or a convenient cross le 

Such an arrangemeut would be a loss of money and a 
disgrace to the Department, hurtful to the poor people 
whom the scheme was intended to benefit, and certainly 
would not be elevating to the veterinary profession. 
Whereas, if the veterinary dispensaries were established 
in an efficient manner—that was to say, proper accomo- 
dation provided for the reception and treatment of the 
live stock of poor persons, for consultations, operation 
and the dispensing of medicines, the Department woul 
be rendering material assistance in securing veterinary 
aid for the live stock of the poor, and would afford 
honourable positions for veterinarians appointed. Other- 
wise, it migitt be assumed that the I tment were 
acting in a short-sighted manner, and that professional 


gentlemen who aocepted appointments such as those 
previously outlined (meeting in public ho’ etc.) 
would do so in ignorance of the injustice of the ill- 
considered scheme and its disastrous results : otherwise, 
they would be prepared that come what might the 
would make money out of their appointments, and wi 
that object in view they could obtain their desire, but to 
’ sacrifice of the apparent intent of the object of the 
scheme. 

The invitation of the Department to the V.M.A.L. to 
make suggestions re Veterinary Dispensaries afforded a 
grand opportunity for the Association to assist in advan- 
cing the interests of the profession, and if the Associa- 
tion submitted a well considered practical scheme, the 
latter would probably be adopted, and would prove suc- 
cessful, and reflect honour on all concerned in the 
undertaking ; therefore, they should carefully and fully 
consider their reply, and it was to be hoped that the 
present general meeting of the Association would not 
approve of the communication sent by its Council for 
the reasons set forth, which could not seriously be con- 
sidered as the outcome of matured and careful study of 
the subject by the members of that Association. 
letter sent by the Department was a very cleverly worded 
document ; it cast on the Association a grave responsi- 
bility, as it gave them an opportunity of making sugges” 
tions on the matter to the Department which should be 
to the interest of the profession. J 

In years to come the reply of the Association to that 
letter might probably be referred to either by the 
authorities, or by that of some other body, whether the 
scheme were successful or otherwise, therefore amongst 
other matters their reply should clearly and poorer | 
set forth the necessity for the Department to establ 
ea fitted up with suitable consulting rooms, 
and well equipped to afford adequate facilities to the 
veterinarians appointed to properly treat the animals 
submitted to them, and thus secure success, instead of 
tap-room (as suggested) or other such makeshift dis- 
pensaries which would be calculated to unfavourably 
impress the clientéle, and consequently the advice given 
would not be respected or effectually carried out. If 
the Department at the present time were not in a finan- 
cial position to carry out in an efficient manner a scheme 
calculated to obtain the stated object, then the matter 
should be postponed until such time as it could be done. 

Mr. Reavy said the prices were for minor operations 
Is., and major operations 2s. 6d., firing and castration 
2s. 6d. He would not fancy castrating a horse for 2s. 6d. 
There was another item, and that was that a farmer 
under £10 valuation was to have the advantage of the 
low fees. Did it strike the Council that a great majority 
of the farmers in the congested districts would be under 
£10 valuation—in fact nine-tenths would have them 
for 1s. That would be a thing that he would object 
strongly to. £10 would seem low to them as city men 
or to practitioners in good country. Take for instance 
Donegal—it was all congested there. 

The SecRETARY said that at the meeting of the Cen- 
tral Veterinary Association at which he attended, the 
figure was put down at 5s. The original r of the 
figure of 2s. 6d. challenged him and said that he put it 
down as 5s. in his original resolution. He w tell 
Mr. Howard that he now had the original document, 
and there it was, 2s. 6d. in black and white. 

Mr. Parrick said he agreed with Mr. McKenny that 
it was lowering the status of the profession, and as Mr. 
Reavy had said, if they went to a man with a low valua- 
tion and worked for small fees, the people who were 
better off would expect them to do the same work for 
the same money. ’ 

Mr. Reavy pointed out that he did not object to the 


scheme. 
Mr. WILKINSON said he sti ly obj to the fees 
Mr. Patrick better-off 


on the same ground as 
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neighbours would strongly object to paying a fee out of 
proportion to the fees which had been mentioned. He 
thought a man would be better off if he worked under 
a proper subsidy from the Department, and without the 
fees altogether. 

Mr. McKenny pro “That we, the members of 
the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland do not 
approve of the reply sent to the Department of Agricul- 
ture and Technical Instruction by the Council of the 
Association relative to the scheme of Veterinary Dis- 
pensaries. 

Mr. Parrick seconded the resolution. 

The SzcrRETARY mentioned that a reply was sent to 
the Department because it was wanted by a certain date. 
As urgency was claimed they acted in that spirit and 
replied to it, but in the reply they said it must be re- 
membered that it was given subject to the approval of 
that meeting. 

Mr. Howarp was of opinion that there was much to 
be said on both sides. They had all heard about the 
congested districts. Some like Mr. McKenny had said 
had been there once, and some twice, and some had lived 
there all their lives. The time had arrived when the 
powers that be thought something should be done for 
the unfortunate wretches in the congested districts. 
Some of them lived a miserable existence there, and 
they had to be numbered among the poeeien of this 
island of ours. The powers that be thought one of the 

test grievances that existed amongst the people was 

the fact that there was a considerable loss among their 
live stock, both by ignorance on the part of the people 
themselves and the want of proper attention and care 
when they might be attended to. Anyone who had 
passed through the congested districts need not put on 
tacles to see that there was a considerable field for 

the Department to do ages in that way. Anyone, 
who like himself, had lived there would want to be 
rversely blind if he did not see that the people were 
ly m need of teaching how to rear their live stock. 
The Department thought one of the ways to help the 
people would be to provide veterinary help. As a rule 
veterinary surgeons had fairly good senses of smell and 


- taste, and lucky members had up to the present me or 


to tumble into places where they had made a living, but 
they did not very often go to places where they were 


. likely to starve. The Department thought they might 


induce by offering help to members of the profession to 
come and settle down in those places known as the con- 
gested districts. They, of the Veterinary Association 
unfortunately did not rule the roost, but the could 
have their say, and then they were done. The - 
ment was stronger than they were, and they could get 
their business done whether the Veterinary Associations 
agreed or not. If they on that occasion at least asked 
the Association’s views on the matter it was very nice of 
them. Independent of the Association, the Department 
wisely ioand out the name and address of each veteri- 
nary practitioner in the congested districts on the 
western sea-board of Ireland, and they had obtained the 
views of these men, and it was a funny thing that they 
as an Association could feel in a position to condemn a 
scheme which had been accepted by every man living i 

the West of Ireland, including himself. He hoped that 
it would come off all right. At the present time a man 
who was practising in the west of Ireland was in the 
habit of being treated well by the people, but many 
people there were who could afford to give no fees, and 
it was the expérience of every veterinary surgeon living 
among them that he had to devote a lot of his time to 
giving help and advice to those people free. Men prac- 
tising in the country in those districts found they could 
get good fees from those who could afford to pay them, 
and they must give a lot of their service to those unable 
to pay the recognised fees free gratis and for nothing. 
But instead of giving their services for nothing the De- 


partment would pay them for it, and he thought they 
should consider it well before they rejected it in the way 
of condemning a scheme which would help a lot of men, 
respectable members of their profession, who at the 
present time had plenty of time and whose pockets were 
sufficiently big and empty to take a little more money. 
The Department would give, according to their pro- 
posal, a subsidy to the men living in those places which 
would help them to give services at reduced fees to the 
“congests” under certain valuation. The valuation 
proposed was £10, and it was the experience of men in 
the country that many of the people had not employed 
a veterinary surgeon use it would cost money, and 
they deait in quackery and went to the chemist and did 
mischief to their stock. He made those statements be- 
cause he hoped the members of their Association would 
do something and not knock the scheme on the head. 
Three-fourths of the men living in the south and west 
were only too glad to get a little more money than they 
were getting now. 

Mr. Reavy _ pro an amendment, and it was 
seconded by Mr. M‘Shane, that the sap od operations be 
fixed at 5/-, and that the valuation be changed from £10 
to between £5 and £8. 

Mr. McKeEnny said that Mr. Howard opened by say- 
ing that they should try to induce some practitioners to 
go into the congested districts. 

The Hon. Sc. rose to a point of order, remarking 
that Mr. McKenny should confine himself to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. McKeEnny said the Secretary seemed to be taking 
the oftice of Chairman and everything else. It was an 
import matter. There was no use in passing a resolution 
and discussing it afterwards. It was unfair to the 

ntlemen who were not there. It was a crisis in the pro- 
ession, and it was not therefore to be dealt with ina 
loose manner. It was a bluff to prevent him speaking. 

The Hon. Sec. said he thought Mr. McKenny was 
challenging his ona fides, and he had no wish to usurp 
the position of Chairman, but he had a duty to perform 
as assessor to the chair, and he would do that whether 
Mr. McKenny willed it or not. 

A show of hands was taken as to whether Mr. Mc- 
Kenny should proceed, and it resulted in his favour. 

Mr. McKENNY, continuing his remarks, said they were 
ottered £250. How was it to be expended? They had 
to pay car hire and everything else in that large district. 
Where would their £250 be. If the scheme he had pre- 
viously outlined was properly carried out it would be a 
grand thing for the Department, the r people, and 
the veterinary men also. It a be done in a 
reasonable way, and not in the way it was proposed. 

The amendment was then put by the Chairman which 
had been proposed and seconded by Mr. 
M‘Shane, which had been altered to read “that the Asso- 
ciation adopt the reply sent to the Department, subject 
to the charge for major operations at the dispensaries 
such as firing and castration being altered to 5/- ; and 
that the valuation be changed from £10 to £8.” 

The altered amendment was carried by 12 votes to 4. 

Mr. McKenny’s resolution was put and 3 voted for it. 

The amendment was then put as a substantive reso- 
lution, and carried by 12 votes to 2. 

The Hon. Sec. reported the receipt of the circular 
letter from the Royal Counties V.M.S. re a Veterinary 
Officer on Local Government Boards. 

Mr. WILKINSON proposed that the resolution be 
adopted, with a recommendation that similar appoint- 
ments be made in Scotland and Ireland. 

Mr. Patrick seconded. 

Mr. HENEY suggested that the resolution should be 
framed as from them, and sent to the Irish Local 
think it wou o any . r. Mc NY agreed. 

The Hon. Sec. expressed the opinion that the medical 
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profession would prevent any veterinary surgeons getting 
into a position where they might get any power. He 
thought it would be better to get the power of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons behind it. 

he resolution was then put and carried. 

Mr. McKeEnny proposed that a similar resolution be 
framed from themselves and sent to the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr. HENEY, in seconding, said that it was of little 
utility passing the resolution if the matter was not fol- 
lowed up in a practical manner by this Association, and 
he was sufficiently an Irishman to know that if it was 
sent merely as an expression from the Association it was 
hardly worth the paper it was written upon, unless some 
combined effort was made by the whole profession in 
Ireland to have the intention of the resolution carried 
into effect. In sending it to the Council of the Royal 
College he did not see that it would lead to much profit, 
for to his mind that body was in a semi-somnolent con- 
dition. What that great Irishman, Daniel O'Connell, 
said years ago was as necessary to-day, viz., agitate, 
agitate, agitate, and this was what was required in 
pressing forward the legitimate claims of the profession 
and enable them to prove their value as a national asset. 
He thought that they should endeavour to obtain the 
support of the Irish Members of Parliament in their 
efforts, without regard to political party, and their 
members scattered throughout the country should 
interest their local member in the matter. He believed 
that the V.M.A. of Ireland had a great amount of work 
before it, and could do it if they all worked hard and 
depended upon themselves rather than sending resolu- 
tions up to London to be acknowledged and _ subse- 
quently pigeon-holed. He was strongly of the opinion 
that they would not get any representation on the 
Local Government Board, but what they should aim 
for, and he believed it would be quite sufficient for their 

urpose, was to have a representative appointed to the 

d, and he saw several old members present any of 
whom would make an excellent and worthy representa- 
tive on their behalf, but in concluding his remarks he 
reminded them that they must agitate, agitate, agitate. 

Mr. Patrick enquired if Mr. Heney was in order in 
bringing forward the matter at all. 

Mr. Coer said he only seconded the resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN said he was inclined to rule the reso- 
lution out of order. 

Mr. McKENny pro the following resolution : 
“That a similar resolution to that submitted by the 
Royal Counties Veterinary Medical Association re ap- 

inting Veterinary Officers to the Local Government 

rd to look after Public Health interests with regard 
to the transmission of diseases between animals and 
man be by this Association, and a copy of same 
be sent to the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, also to the Local Government Board for Ire- 
land ; and that Irish Members of Parliament be asked to 
assist us in the matter, also the other two Veterinary 
Medical Associations in Ireland.” 

Mr. Henry seconded, and it was carried unani- 
mously. 

The Hon. Sec. read the following letter from Dr: 
Theiler, of Pretoria : 


Transvaal Department of Agriculture, 
Veterinary we Division, Pretoria. 
arch 21st, 1910. 
Dear sir,—I must express my very sincere appreciation 
of the great honour your Society confe upon me 
by placing my name on the roll of their Honorary Asso- 
ciates, and it gives me the test pleasure to know 
that such a distinguished body as the Veterinary Medi- 
cal Association of Ireland has this high opinion of the 
value of my efforts in the field of veterinary and bacterio- 
logical research. 


Unfortunately it was not until last year that I had 
the opportunity of visiting the Emerald Isle, and even 
then my stay wasa very short one. I have, however, 
such pleasant recollections of my trip that I am looking 
forward to my next visit to Europe, when I fully intend 
to renew my acquaintance with my many friends in 
Dublin. 

Trusting you will have no hesitation in informing me 
if I can assist your Association in any way—I remain, 
yours very sincerely, A. THEILER. 

A. Watson, Esq., M.R.C.V.s. 


On the suggestion of the Chairman it was 
that the letter inserted on the minutes of the Asso- 
ciation. 


Norges, by Col. STEEL. 


Specimens illustrative of possibly special tendency in 
the horse, the conversion of soft tissues into bone, and to 
calcareous deposits. 

1. A globular hollow body, about four inches in 
diameter, which was ejected with placental membranes 
of a mare: the thin material constituting this sac were 
distinctly osseous. Suggested that it consisted of a 
uterine cyst, and that it might be the result of a twin 
impregnation arrested at a certain period. 

2. Tibial fascia ossified, showing a distinct cast of the 
muscles beneath. This was the ultimate result of injury 
to hunter’s second thighs when failing to clear a fence. 
One of two specimens, both thighs having been injured 
and showing corresponding results. 

‘ 3. Calcareous deposit in large portion of horse’s 
ver. 
4 Ossified iliac arteries. 

The following specimen also exhibited : 

5. Molar teeth of two-year-old heifer, fully formed 

but absolutely devoid of any earthy material. 

Questions as to special tendency to ossific deposit in 
horse, as to the influence of locality and feeding, and 
means of obviating the tendency were discussed. 

Prof. Craic: The specimens shown by Col. Steel 
were exceedingly interesting. The most of them were 
conditions that were seldom seen. The probable ex- 

lanation of the abnormality from the uterus was that 
it was really a monstrosity or a perverted development 
from an ovum. The wall of the structure appeared to 
be formed of true bone of a spongy nature. it was not 
at all probable that it was an echinococcus cyst, because 
the latter would hardly preserve its contour when it be- 
oom calcified and would not present the characters of 

ne. 

The appearance of the liver reminded him of the de- 
scription given in connection with bursati in India. As 
Col. Steel said it was sent to him from India, probably 
it was of that nature, and the cause of the condition a 
small filaria or nematode worm. 

The calcified condition of the anterior mesenteric 
artery was what one sometimes noted in old horses as 
the result of the action of the sclerostoma armatum 
minor. Of course in all old animals there was a ten- 
dency towards the deposition of lime salts in the walls 
of blood vessels, and in some cases lime salts accumula- 
ted in debilitated tissues. 

The piece of bone or bone-like tissue from the fascia 
lata was very remarkable on account not only of its 
position, but also of the presence of a similar one in the 
opposite limb. He had seen bone deposits formed in 
connection with the third trochanter which had been 
fractured and displaced, and in a recent case had noted 
the development of a bony core in the biceps of a dis- 
section subject extending from the bicipital tuberosity 
of the radius — to near the coracoid process of 
the scapula. But in these two cases the growth was 


attached to the normal bone. Here the pieces of bone 


were isolated. It was not unlikely that it was a 


neoplasm. We know now in connection with certain of 
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the malignant growths the tumours were proceeded 
sometimes by some irritation or — inflammation, 
and perhaps in this case a similar condition obtained. 

The most unique of all the specimens exhibited was 
that of the maxilla and the teeth in which no mineral 
matter was deposited. It recalled the condition described 
as “osteoporosis.” Here, however, although the bone 
became so soft as to be easily cut with the knife, and the 
teeth became so loose as to drop out, the teeth retained 
their usual characters. The cause of this condition was 
unknown, but Inglis, after making a chemical examina- 
tion of the food stuffs in districts where the disease was 

valent, s' ted that the disease was caused by a 
ve co of the usual proportion of lime to phos- 
horus in the food. A sarcoma or other tumour was 
hardly likely to have produced this condition. There 
was apparently no enlargement in the specimen and the 
tumours in that region were not associated with the 
removal of the salts from the teeth. 

With regard to the questions set by Col. Steel, it was 
indeed a pity that sufficient time could not be given to 
their proper discussion and consideration. It would not 
be fair to answer them with a simple yes or no, without 
giving very convincing evidence for the opinions 
expressed. 

Nores on Cases.—By Prof. O’Connor. 

OVARIOTOMY IN A Mare. 

Subject.—A good six-years-old bay cart mare in good 
condition. tory.—‘The mare was an_ inveterate 
kicker in harness and eventually the vice became so bad 
that she could no longer be used. As the result of the 
constant kicking her tail became badly damaged against 
the front of the cart, being affected with a large sup- 
purating contused wound. 

Treatment.—Having thoroughly disinfected the tail 
and vagina, removed the diseased portion of the tail 
with the docking knife, and performed ovariotomy. 
The result was very satisfactory, as the mare afterwards 
became perfectly quiet, working steadily in harness 
without kicking. 

HyGroma—Brier TREATMENT. 


Subject.—A valuable five-year-old, brown, weight 
carrying hunter gelding. Hvstory.—A little over 12 
months ago a small postero-internal swelling appeared 
just below the knee, without causing lameness. It was 

listered without effect, and the swelling had been in- 
creasing in size ever since. Three or four veterinar 
surgeons had seen it and considered it best to leave it 


Symptoms.—A swelling of the same consistency as a 
chronic bursal enlargement with fairly thickened walls 
in which fluctuation could be detected, situated just 
below the knee at the pastero-internal aspect of the 
limb, involving the inner aspect of the flexor tendons ; 
painless to the touch and not causing lameness. Its 
size was about that of a hen’s egg. Pressure on the 
swelling did not cause a distension to the outer aspect 
of the tendons but caused a bulging above and behind 
the knee, not in the position of distension of the carpal 


sheath. D .—A hygroma or cystic collection of 
serum beneath the skin, or — a distension of portion 
of the carpal sheath which me partitioned off from the 


remainder. Prognosis.—The swelling might continue 
to increase in size and eventually interfere with free 
flexion of the knee. Blistering or line firing not likely 
to be betieficial, but needle point firing might have a 
good effect. Opening, evacuating and injecting with 
tinct. iodine likely to have good result. 

Treatment. Having explained to the owner the i- 
ble danger of opening the carpal sheath, and had the 
animal insured, cast him, injected cocaine locally, and 
opened the swelling at its lowest point. A quantity of 
blood-tinged serum escaped. On exploring the cavity 


it was found to extend for a distance of about three 
inches above the lower end of the radius, and its linin 
was found to be infiltrated with calcareous material. f 
injected the cavity with tinct. iodine and inserted into it 
a pledeet of gauze saturated with tinct. iodine. The 
subsequent treatment consisted in syringing with tinct. 
iodine, but after three weeks of this treatment the cavity 
showed no signs of healing, and its orifice assumed an 
ulcerous appearance. I then rubbed powdered zinc 
sulphate all over its lining. This caused pain, lameness 
and swelling which disappeared after a few days, but 
still the sinus persisted. I tried iodine again for some 
days without avail, and afterwards injected five per cent. 
zinci. chlor., which also failed to have the desired effect. 
I was afraid to use hydrarg. perchlor. in powder for fear 
of causing a too deep slough, and thus exposing the 
carpal sheath. I felt sure that opening up the passage 
would be followed by healing, but I did not wish to 
make a large wound at the back of the knee, conse- 
quently I resolved to try the hyperemic treatment. I 
applied a rubber tourniquet above the knee fairly tightly 
but not so tight as to arrest the arterial circulation, and 
left it on for three hours, repeating this for two days in 
succession. This treatment caused a large inflammatory 
swelling about the knee which was very painful, makin 
the animal extremely lame. I then allowed a couple o 
days to intervene before applying it again, and then left 
it off until the swelling subsided, when I found that the 
passage had become smaller, seeming to have closed in 
at the sides, and that the discharge was considerably 
diminished. I then allowed the horse to be taken home 
and turned out to grass, instructing the owner to apply 
the band occasionally in the way I demonstrated to him. 
The owner informed me afterwards that he used the 
band, he did not say how often, perhaps once or twice, 
and that the condition continued to improve after he 
had taken the horse home, and the cavity soon closed 
up altogether. Considerable thickening remained, but 
the horse went sound again, and the cystic condition was 
got rid of. The case was disappointin as it was three 
months under treatment, but it showed the efficacy of 
the Bier treatment after other methods had failed. 


DentTAL FistuLa IN A Dog. 


Subject. A Skye terrier. 

Symptoms. A dental fistula communicating with the 
upper carnarsial tooth on the left side. 

reatment, In extracting the tooth, which was firmly 

fixed in its socket, the anterior fang fractured, and por- 
tion of it remained in the alveolus. As this fang 
seemed healthy it was ete that the fistula might 
now heal, but it refused to do so, and consequently I 
cut through the mucous membrane at the junction of the 
gum and cheek, and separated the skin and underlyin 
tissues from the bone at the level of the alveolus, whic 
I then aneee, and removed from it the remaining 

rtion of the dental fang. After the treatment the 
istula rapidly healed. 


VENTRAL HERNIA IN A Brirtcu. 


Subject. A valuable harrier bitch. History. The 
bitch was found in the kennel with an abdominal swell- 
ing, apparently caused by being attacked by the other 


dogs. 

, Those of a large hernia in the middle line 
a little in front of the pubis. 
_ Treatment. 1 opened the hernial sac and found that 
it was not lined by peritoneum, and the omentum was 
attached to it throughout. The edges of the hernial 
ring, which admitted two fingers, were half inch in depth 
or thickness, and very Hemorrhage was more 
profuse than usual in this region. I separated the 
adherent omentum from the removed some of it, and 
sutured the hernial ring with silk. insertion of the 


sutures was very difficult with a slightly curved needle, 
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owing to the thickness and hardness of the ~ of the 
hernial ring. I shortened the skin of the sac and sutured 
the skin wound. A good deal of blood oozed through 
the cutaneous sutures, preventing sealing with collodion 
and iodoform. Healing by second intention occurred 
and was very protracted, as some of the buried sutures 
which required removal were very deeply situated and 
diftieult to find, but eventually the wound closed nicely, 
and the bitch became quite normal in appearance. I 
also had a couple of cases of inguinal hernia recently 
in which the omentum was extensively adherent to the 
sac. 
Cyst IN THE SINUSES OF A CoLt. 


Subject. A strong yearling cart colt in good con- 
dition. History. Six months previously to my seeing 
the colt he had a slight discharge from the nose which 
the owner thought was the result of a cold, but it 
persisted, and the following symptoms gradually 
developed. 

Symptoms. A fairly copious mucoid discharge from 
the right nostril, a loud respiratory noise, a large swell- 
ing over the frontal and superior maxillary sinuses and 
over the level of the fangs of the superior molars, and a 
thin walled cyst in the right nasal passage which could 
be felt with the tip of the finger passed in through the 
nostrils. Dullness was not evinced on percussion over 
the sinuses. 

Treatment. Cast the colt. On examining the cyst in 
the nose it burst and discharged a reddish glairy fluid. 
T made three trephine openings, one into the uppermost 
part of the frontal sinus, one into its lowest part, and 
one into the superior maxillary sinus The same kind 
of fluid as was present in the nasal cyst escaped from 
the sinuses, it was inodorous. I washed out the sinus 
with an antiseptic lotion. The subsequent treatment 
consisted in irrigating the sinuses daily with an anti- 
septic lotion, chinosol or lysol, the openings being pre- 
vented from closing by pledgets of gauze. After about a 
fortnight of this treatment the condition seemed little 
improved except that the breathing was not so noisy, on 
account of the cyst in the nose having es 
therefore cast the animal again and made all the open- 
ings much larger by breaking away pieces of bone with 
the bone forceps and chisel and mallet, so that I had a 
clear view of the interior of thc sinuses, a great part of 
which was occupied by loculi composed of soft spongy 
bone and embryonic fibrous tissue, which I 1emoved 
with the curette. I then packed the sinus with gauze 
saturated with tincture of iodine. Afterwards, daily 
treatment consisted of flushing out the sinuses with 
lysol solution, irrigating with tincture of iodine, in- 
sufflating with iodoform and boric acid, and plugging 
with gauze wrung out of tincture of iodine, pure or 
diluted with two parts of water. Under this treatment 
the condition gradually improved, and after four or 
five weeks the lining of the sinuses assumed a pink, 
healthy appearance, the discharge ceased, the swelling 
on the face greatly subsided, and the respiratory noise 
disappeared. The case appeared to be cured, the holes 
were allowed to close and the colt was sent home to the 
country. Three months afterwards the owner said he 
was doing well. 

Eight months after his discharge the colt was sent to 
me again, showing the same symptoms as before, and I 
opened the sinuses in the same places and found them 
chock full of the same kind of fiuid. In addition I 
made an opening into the nose from the lowest part of 
the frontal sinus. On the second day after the operation 
the animal showed all the symptoms of acute continu- 
ous colic, and in spite of the usual treatment he died in 
the course of a few hours. Post-mortem examination 
was disappointing as regards revealing a cause for 
death. e abnormality found was a 
small chronic a in the mucous membrane of the 


stomach, and slight impaction of the colon. There was 
no inflammation of the brain or meninges. The whole 
carcase became rapidly emphysematous after death. 


FIXATION OF THE PATELLA. 


Subject. A six months old Jersey heifer. //istory. 
Had been found one day lame in the near hind leg 
which was carried extended backwards. 

Symptoms. Extension of the stifle and hock joints of 
the near hind limb, the toe barely touching the ground. 
i patella was firmly fixed above the trochlea of the 
emur. 

Treatment. (1) Tried in vain to dislodge the patella 
by external manipulations. (2) Cut the internal lateral 
ligament of the patella, an operation which Cadiot says 
always permits of reduction, but in this case it was 
without effect. (3) Cut the vasti and rectus femoris 
muscles at their insertion into the patella without 
having any effect on the latter, which seemed anchy- 
losed in its new situation. But this operation improved 
the gait considerably, the animal being able to put her 
foot flat on the ground. 


A Case or SHOULDER LAMENESS. 


Sulject. A four-year-old nice looking fat roan pony 
mare, by a trotting stallion out of an Iceland pony. 
History. Had been very lame on the near fore limb for 
bs months, although doing no work and being well cared 
or. 

Symptoms. Those of severe shoulder lameness. 
When in the stable the animal was very uneasy on the 
limb, constantly shifting it. At a walk there was 
great difficulty in advancing the limb, and at a trot she 
went on three legs. When the shoulder joint was 
passively flexed great pain was evinced. The internal 
tendon of the infra-spinatus, which passes over the 
internal tuberosity of the humerus, felt very hard, and 
when manipulated gave the sensation of a loose piece of 
bone whose surfaces had become smovth, like a partial 
fracture of the tuberosity. After trying a blister with- 
out avail, I cut down on this tendon and found that 


I| there was no loose piece of bone. I removed a portion 


of the tendon at its insertion. Immediately afterwards 
the gait was greatly improved, and in the course of the 
next few days the animal went almost perfectly sound, 
using the limb with great freedom and standing well on 
it in the stable. But, after about a fortnight, when the 
wound was almost healed, she became lame again and 
eventually got as bad as before, having been at grass 
all thetime. After some months the pony was brought 
to me again, and I now cut the fibres of the post 
spinatus where it seemed tense above the point where | 
did tenectomy, and this having no immediate good 
effect I line fired the shoulder joint. The pony was 
then sent to the country for the winter and I did not 
see her until abont eight months afterwards, when she 
was going almost sound showing good action. It was a 
strange case of marked improvement after being ex- 
tremely lame for about two years, 


Wounps Inpucep To HEAL BY MEDIAN AND ULNAR 
EURECTOMY. 


An aged horse with exostosis of the fetlock and two 
wounds on the pastern caused by a prong of a fork 
traversing the tissues in front of the back tendons from 
one side to the other, and which refused to heal 
although six weeks elapsed since they were inflicted, had 
median and ulnar neurectomy performed on him, the 
latter in the standing position partly as an experiment, 
for the animal was of no value in his present state. 
The interesting sequel was that the wounds healed at 
once. 

Fatal INTERNAL H®MORRHAGE AFTER CASTRATION 
or A Ric. 

Out of a large number of rigs that I have operated 
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upon, I had the pee fortune not to lose one until the 
other day, when I lost one from internal hemorrhage. 

Subject. A strong three-year-old cart colt in very 
oe ut soft condition. Operation. Cast and chloro- 

ormed, fixed in the dorsal position, took the usual pre- 
cautions, removed the large testicle which was in the 
left scrotum by torsion, no bleeding resulting from the 
end of the cord, explored the right inguinal canal, found 
there the vas deferens in a fibrous sheath, opened the 
sheath and tried to draw out the testicle through this 
opening but failed, even after dilating it somewhat b 
means of a long forceps. I then made an opening throug 
the anterior wall of the inguinal canal en and further 
outwards than the internal inguinal ring by means of a 
blunt perforator, inserted my two fingers into the open- 
ing and found the testicle, which was fairly large, hard, 
and fibrous, drew the testicle out and severed the artery 
and vas deferens together with the ecraseur, the proxi- 
mal end of the cord falling backwards into the canal and 
probably into the abdominal cavity; plugged the 
canal with sterilized gauze kept in by sutures, dusted the 
wounds and their vicinity with iodoform, and let the 
horse up. 

There was no suspicion from the appearance of the 
wounds of tenderer cos taking place. In the evening 
after the operation the horse took his food well, but his 

ulse was weaker than normal, and there was a 

eal of dark blood dripping from the wound on the nor- 
mal side. The. slight bleeding was easily arrested by 
inserting a plug of sterilized wool into the scrotum. 
There was not a trace of blood from the other side. The 
next morning the horse took his feed, but his pulse was 
weaker, being difficult to count, but never exceeded 60 
in frequency. The temperature was 104F. I was sur- 
prised that there was practically no heat or swelling in 
the vicinity of the wounds; on the contrary, the sheath 
and scrotum seemed flabby and coldish. The mucous 
membranes were not pale, but seemed somewhat cyan- 
osed. The respirations were not accelerated. Soft 
feeces and urine were freely passed, and there was no 
evidence of abdominal pain. He took his mash at 
night. The next morning, the second ~~ after the 
operation, the horse was blowing hard and had a very 
weak pulse and a temperature of 104. The penis hung 
limp and cold from the sheath, and the extremities were 
cold. Later he sweated and trembled, and died at 
11 p.m., about 56 hours after the operation. Post mor- 
tem examination revealed the abdominal cavity almost 
full of blood. There was nothing about the cords to 
indicate that hemorrhage had occurred from them. We 
came to the conclusion, without positive proof and with- 
out looking out for other bleeding vessels, that bleeding 
occurred from the end of the retained cord which was 
severed by the ecrasenr, after its return to the abdominal 
cavity, and that bleeding could not show in the inguinal 
canal owing to its being well plugged. There was no 
trace of peritonitis. I have always used the ecraseur 
for retained testicles, and never had bleeding before. This 
carcase also rapidly became emphysematous thronghout 
the body. The testicle was hard and fibrous, and con- 
tained a dermoid cyst. 


SARCOMA OF THE INTESTINE OF A Doc. 


Subject. An aged Scotch terrier dog. History. Three 
or four weeks ago the dog passed blood copiously from 
the rectum, it being reckoned that a teacupful was 
at atime. Two or three fragments of bone were also 

, and it was thought that they were the cause of 
the bleeding, but it continued after their expulsion, the 
faces, which were soft, being always mixed with blood. 

Symptoms. The dog was very thin but in fairly good 
spirits, and feeding well. The visible mucous mem- 
branes were extremely pale. There was no evidence of 
abdominal pain. On manipulation of the abdominal 
wall a tairly large, somewhat doughy mass could be felt 


but its nature could not be definitely ascertained, and 
there was no pain evinced on its being compressed. It 
could not be an obstruction in the bowel as there was no 
evidenceas such. The condition was diagnosed as either 
ulceration or malignant disease of the bowel. 

Treatment. Treatment for ulceration of the bowel 
was tried for a few days, but as the patient became 
rapidly worse, getting very weak and emaciated, he was 
destroyed with chloroform. Post-mortem examination 
revealed a thickening of the entire circumference of the 
bowel for a distance of about 4 inches, the wall of the 
bowel being about half inch in thickness and fibrous in 
appearance and consistency. Prof. Mettam made a micro- 
scopic examination of the lesion and found that it was 
asarcoma. There were other small thickenings on the 
course of the bowel, and the lining of the organ in the 
region of the large tumour was hemorrhagic. 


CrurRAL PARALYSIS IN A Horse. 


Subject. A strong aged cart horse. History. The 
horse slipped without falling in turning a laden cart in 
the street, and the owner brought the animal to the 
College in the ambulance, saying he was told that the 
horse had a fractured pelvis. 

Symptoms. Lame in the near hind limb, on which no 
weight could be borne. The animal attempted to put 
weight on the limb, but when he did so there was sudden 
flexion of the hock and stifle joint, and consequent 
drooping of the quarter. The limb appeared loose, I 
could not detect crepitus, and on rectal examination 
there was no abnormality discovered. Diagnosis. Para- 
lysis of the crural nerve. 

Treatment. Put the animal in slings, and within a 
week he recovered perfect use of the limb, and was sent 
out sound. 


Mr. Carerti Patrick exhibited an atlas from a 
mare he had operated upon for poll-evil. Six weeks 
later pressure symptoms began to appear necessitatin 
slaughter. The post-mortem examination 
a large osteophyte on the neural arch extending into the 
canal, hence the symptoms. 

Mr. McKeEnny submitted two specimens of caleuli— 
one taken from the duodenum of a horse which was his 
own property, and the other from the double colon of a 
six-year-old grey van horse, and gave an interesting 
account of the history of both cases. 


TUBERCULOsIS IN A Scotcn TERRIER.— By Prof. Craia. 


Subject.—Scotch terrier dog about three or four years 
old. History. About a fortnight or so previous to my 
examination it was noted that the abdomen of the dog 
began to increase in size, although the condition did not 
correspondingly improve. 

Symptoms.—The condition of the dog was poor, the 
abdomen enormously swollen and tense, almost coming 
in contact with the ground. The mucous membranes 
were pallid, the temperature 101°8. The appetite and 
bowels were normal. On auscultation the heart sounds 
seemed to be slightly muffled. The respirations were 
not markedly increased on raising the hind limbs.  Pal- 
pation did not reveal any wave of fluid to indicate 
ascites. On manipulation a well defined swelling could 
be made out, this swelling being in contact with the 
anterior portion of the abdominal floor. A laparotomy 


passed | was advised and decided on. With the usnal precau- 


tions and under general anesthesia, the abdomen was 
opened along the floor from the xyphoid cartilage 
backwards. A large dark swelling at once presented 
itself, which was well defined and about as large as the 
human head. It was attached in front to the lower 
portion of the diaphragm and proved to be developed in 
connection with the liver. The attachment to the 
diaphragm was broken down, but in doing so an opening 
was made into the swelling, which proved to be an 
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abscess, the contents of which escaped th the ab- 
dominal wound. The contents were clear, of a reddish 
colour and contained yellow flocules, The abscess then 
Fn the sides and posterior wall were removed. 
Further examination of the liver disclosed a number of 
large tubercles, and the case being one of tuberculosis, 
I had the animal destroyed by chloroform. 

On post-mortem examination it was found that this 
large abscess had developed on the posterior surface of 
the right half of the liver, and its walls were yellowish- 
white incolour. Four smaller abscesses varying in size 
from a hazelnut to an orange were present in the left 
lateral and middle lobes, and numerous small miliary 
tubercles were scattered through the liver tissue. The 
hepatic and mesenteric lymphatic glands were enlarged 
to about the size of walnuts and contained white caseo- 
purulent centres. There was present also a tuberculous 
peritonitis. Numerous small granulations and tubercles 
(“grapes ”) were scattered over the great omentum, the 
mesentery, stomach, and intestines, and posterior sur- 
face of the diaphragm. A small tubercle about the size 
of a pea was present in the cortex of the left kidney. 
The spleen was free from tubercles. In the thorax a 
little tuberculous pleurisy was noted, but chiefly near 
the foramen sinistrum over the diaphragm. The lungs 
were studded with miliary tubercles. Tubercles were 
also found in the left bronchial, two prepectoral, and 
one tracheal glands. 

Tubercle bacilli were present in small numbers in 
films from the lesions. 

Remarks.—The chief interest in this case arises from 
the large size of the tuberculous abscess in the liver 
and the symptoms shown resembling those of ascites. 
Tuberculosis is not uncommon in the dog, and one of the 
most common seats of the lesions is the liver ; dropsy of 
the abdomen being a common sequel. 


TUBERCULOSIS IN A Fox Terrier.—By Mr. KEHor. 


The subject from which the specimen I now show 
you was obtained was a male fox terrier, aged about 
twelve months. I am indebted to Mr. Heney (whose 

tient the animal was) for the history of the case, which 
sas follows: Some time ago Mr. Heney was called 
upon, on a Sunday, to examine the animal, as the owner 
noticed that the abdomen appeared to be larger than 
usual, the first signs of this increase in size being noted 
a few days previously. Up to this time the dog was in 
good spirits and eating as usual. Mr. Heney diagnosed 
the condition as being due to ascites, and had the dog 
removed to his infirmary. On the following day (Mon- 
day) he withdrew, by means of a fine trocar an — 
some fluid from the peritoneal cavity. He also noti 
that on this day the visible mucous membranes were 
somewhat yellowish in colour, which they had not been 
the day before. He kept the dog in his ion and 
on explaining the nature of the case to the owner she 
wished to have the dog destroyed. The dog was des- 
troyed the following Wednesday, up to which time the 
yellow colour of the visible mucous membranes was be- 


coming more and more pronounced. Upon opening | ped 


the abdominal — for the purpose of a post-mortem 
examination, Mr. Heney decided to send the whole body 
to the College, as he thought the case would prove of 
interest. 

On examining the body when received one noted the 
condition of the mucous membranes already referred to. 
There were several ounces of bile stained fluid in the 
peritoneal cavity and a large amount had probably 
escaped in transit. Further examination revealed 
several of what were apparently new growths in con- 
nection with the abdominal contents. Thus there was 
a large tumour situated behind the liver, above the 
lesser curvature of the stomach and extending some 
distance to the right a little beyond the pylorus. This 
growth involved the portal lymphatics. Another was 


situated in the gastro-splenic omentum, about the size 
of a walnut. Another was situated in the large mesen- 
tery at its attachment to the abdominal roof, this also 
being about the size of a walnut. There was also one, . 
about the size of a hazel nut, situated just above the 
ceecum, whilst a large mass of the new tissue was seen 
at the roof of the abdomen, extending along underneath 
the posterior aorta and vena cava from the termination 
of 4 eggonored where it involved the sublumbar lym- 
phatic glands between the two kidneys as far forwards 
as the diaphragm. 

In the eae there was nothing worthy of mention 
noted, beyond that the prepectoral lymphatic glands 
were the site of another growth, similar to those seen 
in the abdomen, somewhat larger than a hazel nut. 
This newly formed tissue was grey pink in colour and 
soft in consistency. Sections of the new growths bei 
made and examined, showed the structure to be that o 
small round celled sarcoma. Films were made and sec- 
tions examined after appropriate staining with a view of 
determining the presence or otherwise of acid fast 
bacilli, none were found. The idea that it might be a 
form of tuberculosis, or at least due to an acid fast 
bacillus suggested itself, since cases resembling it in 
some characters, though not occurring in the dog, have 
come into Prof. Mettam’s laboratory, and in these 
cases, although there were no typical lesions of tubercu- 
losis present and no acid fast illi found, yet experi- 
mental animals died from infection due to an acid fast 
bacillus following inoculation with material taken from 
the lesions. The condition of ascites and jaundice was 
probably due to the pressure exercised on the portal 
vein and bile duct by the new growth situated behind 
the liver. 


At the termination of the exhibition of specimens it 
was unanimously resolved to circulate the particulars 
of the cases, and that they be discussed at the next 
meeting. . 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman brought the pro- 
ceedings to an end. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Lords Monday, July 4. 
Diseases oF ANIMALS BILLs. 


Lord Says and SELE, in moving the second reading 
of the Diseases of Animals (No. 2) Bill, said that its 
object was to make less hideous the traffic in decrepit 
horses. It had been shown that horses of the value of 
£10 were for the most part sent to Belgium, while those 
valued at £5 went to Holland. That stamped the 
traftic with Belgium as being the more vicious, since the 
horses that went to Holland were used entirely for food 
and were under police supervision from the time of 
landing till they were slaughtered, whereas those ship- 
to Antwerp were walked four miles to the Govern- 
ment stables to be examined for glanders and other 
diseases, and then either the last ounce of work was 
dragged out of the poor brutes by country labour or they 
were consigned to the butcher, which entailed a further 
amount of suffering. The Bill insisted upon the com- 
pulsory examination by a veterinary surgeon to be ap- 
pointed by the Board of Agriculture of every single horse 
on arrival at the docks, and for captain or 
master of any vessel to accept any horse for exportation 
that was not accompanied by the veterinary’s certificate 
to the effect that it was capable of being conveyed to 
its destination without —_——e only during the in- 
tended voyage, but also on reaching its destination. 


In 1898, as a result of a deputation from the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the Exporta- 
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tion of Horses Order was issued by the Board of Agri- 
culture, and so far as it affected the horses when once on 
board ship it had tended generally to improve their con- 


- dition ; but the contention of the A mage mee of the Bill 


was that unfit horses were actually shipped and the 
Order, which said that it should be unlawful for any 
vessel from any port in Great Britain to carry a horse 
which from age, injury, infirmity, illness, or any other 
reason could not be conveyed without suffering during 
the voyage or after landing, was a dead letter. Since 
1902 the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals had obtained 700 convictions against persons 
for travelling lame and decrepit horses along the roads 
to the docks, and he suggested that those simple folk, 
the horse dealers, would not incur the expense and 
trouble of travelling these horses long distances to the 
port of embarkation if they had not a very good idea 
that they could get them on board. A further clause 
provided that every vessel amet in this traffic should 
carry a proper and humane killing instrument, and gave 
the master of the ship power to order its use for the 
prevention of the suffering of any of his equine passen- 
gers, while relieving him from any pecuniary liability. 
tween January, 1909, and last January 16,373 horses 
were ae to Antwerp, and of these 317 had to be 
removed in wagons on arrival, nine had to be killed at 
once, and 41 arrived dead. He remembered taking a 
voyage in 1879 with the King’s Dragoon Guards, when 
after many weeks at sea that regiment and the 17th 
Lancers landed their horses at Durban practically intact 
and very shortly afterwards marched up country. He 
could only come to the conclusion that such casualties as 
he had mentioned could only mean that a very large 
percentage of these horses should not have been shipped 
at all, and that many would have been destroyed durin 
the voyage to avoid suffering, but for the — law o 
1895, which deprived the consignor of the value of any 
horse that died on the voyage. Some horses were so 
lame that on arrival they could hardly manage to 
hobble along the dock side. When such cruelties were 
on foot Parliament might well say either that the 
animals were to be killed before embarkcation, or else 
that the traffic should be entirely done away with. 
(Hear, hear.) The first was very desirable ; the second 
was ideal. He believed, however, that Belgium and 
Holland would not allow dead horses to be imported, so 
we must be content with the provisions in this small 
Bill. The Bill came up to that House with the practi- 
cally unanimous approval of the House of Commons, 
‘cn he asked their lordships to give it a second reading. 
eers. 

The ‘ean of Dersy thought all their lordships would 
be in general agreement with the principle of this Bill. 
Certainly he was himself, and nothing he should say 
must be taken as inst the Bill asa whole. But it 
seemed to him that the Bill was too wide in its appli- 
cation—-it was like using a steam hammer to crack a 
nut. While stopping admitted abuses, it would inter- 
fere with the legitimate horse trade between this country 
and the Continent. (Hear, hear.) He should not 
oppose the second reading, but in Committee he would 
introduce several amendments. Great as was his ad- 
miration for the Board of Agriculture and its noble 
President, he would prefer that the powers which the 

were to exercise should be more clearly defined. 
Clause 3 would impose a very serious restriction on the 
importation and exportation of horses, and he should 
propose to omit the words “during the voyage ” and to 
substitute “while on board,” because it might be very 


difficult to oe that a horse was injured during the | t€¢, 


voy: while it would be easy to prove that it was 
injured “while on board.” He had the greatest objec- 
tion to Clause 3, which gave the master of a vessel power 
to have an injured animal slaughtered. By a new clause 

propose to exclude racehorses. (Hear, hear). 


When a racehorse was being sent abroad or being 
brought to this country it was easy for it to split a pas- 
tern on board, and although it would not be so valuable 
for racing, it in no way deteriorated its value for breed- 
ing purposes. Under this clause the master of a vessel 
with no veterinary knowledge might have that horse 
killed. Horses certificated by the Jockey Club as ww d 
sent abroad for racing purposes should be excluded. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The Eart of Mayo said thi$ traftic in decrepit horses 
was a disgrace, and all the horses came from this coun- 
try. Every bit of suffering, therefore, which these old 
horses suffered was due to us. We ought to have had 
more stringent regulations to stop this disgraceful export 
of old horses, and the only people who would object to 
this Bill were those callous ruftians who drove poor 
decrepit horses to the coast and shipped them abroad. 

Lord SHUTTLEWORTH said that on landing from a 
steamer at Hull and walking along the docks, he saw 
a number of these horses in the most shocking state. 
Surely some one in authority at the ports should be 
entrusted with powers to prevent the exportation of 
such horses. 

Lord WitLouGuHBy bE Broke thought the responsi- 
bility for the unhappy state of things which had been 
described to the House lay as much on the carrier com- 

nies as on the thoughless persons who re the 
Cae The legitimate and honourable end of a horse 
was to be eaten as food by the hounds. 

Earl CaRRINGTON said the Government were in com- 
plete sympathy with the object of the Bill. He agreed 
that there should be no interference with the legitimate 
horse trade of the country or with the traftic between 
England and Ireland, and that regulations affectin 
decrepit horses should not apply to racehorses, b 
mares, and carriage horses. e shipping companies 
had always shown readiness to fall in with the sugges- 
tions of the Board of Agriculture for the regulations of 
the traffic, and it was generally admitted there had been 
little to complain of as to the way the horses were carried 
at sea. But the Bill proceeded on the lines of the orders 
issued by the Board of Agriculture. and, subject to 
amendment for the removal of administrative diffeulties 
in the way of its operation, it had the approval of the 
Government. 

The Eart of OnsLow welcomed the Bill. The orders 
of the Board of Agriculture being limited by the general 
Act under which they were issued did not go far eno 
in the way of stopping the traffic. He agreed that the 
shipping companies had done all it was in their power 
to do to mitigate the sufferings of the horses at sea. 
But that was not enough. e should like to see a 
penalty imposed not only on the shippers, but on the 
cartriers. 

The Marquis of LANspownzE said the Bill must com- 
mend itself to all humane persons. He thought the 
proposed regulations should be made applicable to the 
particular ports where these abuses were known to take 
place, rather than generally, as the Bill proposed, with 
power given to the Board of Agriculture to except par- 
ticular ports. 

Lord Save and SELE said he was in entire sympathy 
with the amendment mage by Lord Derby. 

The Bill was then a second time. 


Personal. 


Mr. W. FREEMAN Barrett, President of the R.C.V.S. 
has been elected Chairman of the Public Health Commit- 
London County Council, in succession to Major 
Skinner, who, owing to ill health, has felt it necessary 
to resign the chair. 


Mr. Joun T. SHare-Jones gained the 


of 
Master of Science at the July examination of the Uni- 


versity of Liverpool. 
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Mr: Joun Cota, of South Park Hill Road, Croydon, 
for 45 years Secretary of the Royal Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals, one of the founders of the 
National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Child- 
ren and of the Battersea Dogs’ Home, who died on 
May 25, aged 83, left estate valued at £15,580 gross, 
with net personalty £9,677. 


Mrs. Mary Louise GAMGEE, in consideration of the 
valuable contributions to physiological science of her 
husband, the late Professor Arthur Gamgee, and of her 
straightened circumstances, has been granted a Civil 
List pension of £70. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, July 12. 


ArMY VETERINARY Corps. 
Lieut. A. B. Mattinson is confirmed in his rank. 
TERRITORIAL Force. UNATTACHED List. 
A. J. Curtis to be Vet.-Lieut. Dated June 1. 


No. 7 Section, Army Veterinary Corps, Curragh, will 
accompany the 3rd Cavalry Brigade to England for duty 
in the forthcoming training and manceuvre period. 


ARMY ORDER (Special.) 
War Orrice, July 8, 1910. 


Army VETERINARY Corps, TERRITORIAL ForcE— 
FoRMATION AND ORGANISATION. 


1. The organisation of the Veterinary Service of the 
jg Force will be modelled on that of the Regular 
rmy. 
The personnel will be distributed as follows : 
(a) Officers for general veterinary duties. 
” Veterinary hospitals. 
c) Administrative branches forming part of the head- 
quarters of divisions 


2. All appointments of veterinary officers will be to 
the Army Veterinary Corps, Territorial Force. 

3. First appointments to commissions wiil be made 
in the rank of lieutenant. 

Candidates must be duly qualified members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons ; be approved by 
the Director-General, Army Veterinary Service, and be 
under the age of 40. 

4. An application for appointment (on a form to be 
obtained from the Secretary, War Office), together with 
acopy of the candidate’s birth certificate, should be 
addressed to the Secretary, Territorial Force Association 
for the county in which the candidate desires to serve. 
These documents will be forwarded to the G.O.C.-in-C. 
who will transmit them to the Secretary, War Office. 

5. Veterinary officers at present on the unattached 
list will be transferred to the Army Veterinary Co 
ia Force, with precedence as in the unattach 

Ist. 

Veterinary officers who nage 9 to Imperial Yeo- 
manry or Volunteer units may elect to be transferred 
to the Army Veterinary Corps, Territorial Force. 
Officers so transferred will retain their precedence. 

6. A lieutenant, if qualified, will be eligible for pro- 
motion to the rank of Captain after 5 years’ commis- 
sioned service, any such service in the Imperial Yeo- 
manry or Volunteers being allowed to be reckoned. 

He will be qualified if— 


(i) During his first 3 years’ service he has attended at 
the Army Veterinary School, Aldershot, for a course 


(ii) In addition has passed the examination laid down 
for his branch of the Service in Section 7 1. of the 
Territorial Force a, 1910, for which he 
cannot present himself until he has completed 2 
years’ service. 

7. A captain will be eligible for promotion to the 
rank of major after 10 years’ service as a captain, pro- 
vided he has attended an 8 working days’ course at the 
Army Veterinary School, Aldershot, or other selected 
military Institution, as laid down in paragraph 281, 
Territorial Force Regulations. 

8. There will be a fixed establishment of lieutenant- 
colonels. Promotion to this rank will be by selection 
from majors of not less than 25 years’ service who have 

examination D as laid down in paragraph 281, 
erritorial Force Regulations. 

9. Officers of the Army Veterinary Corps, Territorial 
Force, will be placed on the retired list on attaining the 
age of 60 years, unless granted an extension of service. 
Such extensions will not be granted for more than two 
years at.a time, nor beyond the age of 65. 

10. Administrative veterinary officers will be aageint 
ed to the headquarters of each division of the Terri- 
torial Force. ey will perform for the Territorial 
Force the duties laid down for adininistrative veterin- 
ary officers of the Regular Army, so far as they are 
apetontan including training of the officers and men of 
the Army Veterinary Corps, Territorial Force, within the 
divisional area. 

They will be responsible that the equipment needs of 
the various units are represented to the County Asso- 
ciations concerned, and will arrange the veterinary ser- 
vice needed for the training period. 

Until administrative veterinary officers have been 
appointed for the Territorial Force divisions, their 
duties will be performed for Territorial Force formations 
in a command by the a veterinary officer of 
the Regular Army in that command, who may be 
yong by an executive veterinary officer of the Regular 

rmy. 

11. Veterinary officers of the Territorial Force will be 
required to carry out at least one training of 15 days in 
every two years. So far as circumstances will permit, 
they will be allowed to train with the units they ma’ 
select. Their training may be carried out either wit 
units or in the veterinary hospitals and infirmaries in 
the areas of divisions. 

12. The Director-General, Army Veterinary Service, 

will make the following appeintments, consulting the 

Director-General, Territorial Force, in the case of admin- 

istrative officers :— 

_ (1) Administrative veterinary officers of divisions. 
(2), Officers to command veterinary units. 

13. The pay and allowances of officers of the Army 
beg: Corps, Territorial Force, will be the same as 
those of the corresponding ranks in the Regular Army, 
except where other rates or conditions are prescribed. 
icers of the Army Veterinary Corps, Territorial 
Force, will be eligible for the outfit grant under the 
conditions of paragraph 604, Territorial Force Regula- 


tions. 
By Command of the Army Council, 
of W. D. Warp. 


OBITUARY. 


JAMES SAYNER COOKE, F.R.C.V.S., 
Graduated, Lond : Jan. 1878: (F) July, 1888. 


_ Mr. Cooke, who was son of the late Isaac and Chris- 
tiana Cooke, Middlesborough, died at his residence, 1 
Belgrave Cresent, on Friday, 8th inst., death resulting 
from aneurism of the aorta, at the age of 55 years. The 
funeral took place at the New Cemetery on Tuesday, 


of 12 working days’ instruction, and 


when there was a large attendance. In addition to the 
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family mourners were Mr. Clarkson and Mr. McKinna, 
representing the Yorkshire Veterinary Society. The 
Scarborough Corporation was represented by the 
Mayor (Councillor W. Ascough), Ald. V. Fowler, Coun- 
cillor F. White, Councillor Boyce, the Town Clerk (Mr. 
D. A. Nicholl), the Borough Engineer (Mr. H. Smith), 
Mr. J. Bastiman, Dr. Knight, and others. The Free- 
masons and the Bachelors Club were also represented. 

The wreaths were numerous and included one from 
the President and members of Yorkshire V.M.S. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


A VETERINARY SURGEON AT THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD, 


Sir, 

The argument in your Editorial of July 2nd is good, if it 
can be carried out, but this seems an age of compromise 
in political matters, and frequently we see the old adage 
about ‘‘ half a loaf’’ being “ better than no bread” exem- 
plified. To those who have observed State Departments, 
regeneration, alteration, and reform occur less often than 
comets, and their trace is often more indistinct. It is not 
hard for the common-sense man to see that the executive 
work in connection with animals and man can only be 
effectively carried out by two different sets of individuals. 
The laws as s the safe-guarding of the health of man 
from tuberculosis will almost certainly occupy, as regards 
their framing, a place of their own ; they will be fixed by 
medical men, and the convenience of stockowners and 
veterinary surgeons will be made subordinate to them. 
There will, I am afraid, always be a certain amount of 
friction and bad feeling as regards the laity if legislation is 

ed and administered without soft cushions and with 
strict regard to scientific knowledge, and it must be so if 
advance is to be made. 


Can Government Departments be easily regenerated and 
reformed? Can their executive and administrative duties 
be readily altered or dropped by the exercise of outside 
influence? Look at the present attempt to regenerate and 
reform the House of Lords. How much effort has already 
been expended, and when will the smoke give way to fire ? 
In the face of history isit not wise to try and introduce a man 
skilled in veterinary science and police at the L.G.B. If he 
can back up his opinions by proof, he will be listened to in 
a company of fair dealing men, and I do not see why he 
should always be disregarded or swamped. 

The difficulty with tuberculosis as distinguished from say, 
swine fever, is that the former is indissolubly and largely 
bound up with humanity no less than animals, and the 
latter only affects the quadruped. 

Anthrax and glanders create no sueh discussion or con- 
sternation as tuberculosis, and affect not human beings so 
largely, hence the vetcrinarian is left much alone in these 
fields and occasionally has to enlighten the medical man. 

Two sentences in your leader are, I think, open to com- 
ment. One runs—‘‘ When tuberculosis is subject to legis- 
lation the Board of Agriculture will take foremost place and 
the Local Authorities will be guided greatly by the stock- 
owners.’’ Doubtless this will be so as regards the animal 
and surroundings, but as regards milk at its consumption 
end the medical man will always have a very large say. 
About the statement in the other sentence that—‘‘ The two 
departments are not likely to draft Bills concerning things 
in which both are interested without some communication.’’ 
Well, perhaps this may be so as regards Bills, but a Bill 
and an Order may not be in consonance. 

My opinion is that one department will continue to draft 
Bills to the best of its knowledge and it is this that wants 
improving. How can the poor drafteman know anything 
about veterinary matters. or the L.G.B. either, if the skilled 
veterinarian is absent from the Councils of the Board ? 
—Yours faithfully, 

G. Mayan. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders 
Anthrax. (including Counties Swine Fever. 
Period. ast Farcy) Affected 
Out-  Ani- | Out- Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Animals Out- Out- Slaugh. 
breaks mals. fbreaks| mals. fbreaks! mals.| Attacked reaks| breaks. | tered * 
| 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended July 9} 12 13 2; 28) 3 45 265 
1909 29 46 9} 18) 42 237 
Corresponding week in 1908 12 21 19 50 London 4 ta 37 294 
| 1907 “| 31 20) 47 i] 57 | 196 
Monm’ th 23 
Total for 28 weeks, 1910 849 | 1025 192 556 320 823 7332 
Surrey 1 
1909 771 1026 313 | 1204 461 1000 9075 
Corresponding period in 1908 642 858 8 112 t | 1439 629 1268 6558 
1907 634 843 511 | 1232 403 1455 6690 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, July 12, 1910. Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 
IRELAND. Week ended July 2 1 1 2 1 2 69 
1909 3 ll 9 232 
Corresponding Week in / 1908 ...] ... 4 7 98 
1 1 3 4 3 29 
Total for 27 weeks, 1910 5 8 1 2 38 333 59 1415 
1909 ... 3 3 pene 52 29% 59 1629 
Corresponding period in {1908 ...] 4 7 25 269 117 | 2177 
1907 1 3 =e 2 2 54 182 66 1185 


Department of Agriculture and Teehnical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, 
Note.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


ay 
July 6, 1910 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


